North Coun

EXPLORING THE LIFE AND HERITAGE OF

——— Adivondack Daily Enterprise—
try Livin

THE ADIRONDACKS

g adirondackidaibyentemeise com

Saturday. February 16, 2013

By DOUGLAS GLADSTONE
Special to the Enterprise
PAUL SMITHS = Far some,

Presidents Day, which is this
Monday, las long been associated
wilh computer, fumitune and televi-
sion sabes. As the (irst fiederal holi-
day 1o hondr @y Amsenican cilizen,
the holiday was celebrated on
Cioorge Wishinglon's sctual birth.
day, on Feb. 22, for many years.

While we traditionally mow
honor bodh ‘Washington and
Abraham Lincoln on the day, the
holiday theoretically is supposed 1o
pay respect to all the other nsen
wikd have served s pregident asg
wiell, Like Calvin Coolidge, for
instance.

“Silent Cal™ I you're shaking
your hedd i stunmed disbelisr,
vou're nol alone, Acconding 15
Ellyn R. Kem, the editor of The
Presidents’ Joumal quarterly,
Loolidge, who served a5 president
from Agrgust 1923 o Muarch 1929,
jis never been mulid
Iigh in presidential
palls ind has long
been digmizsed ag
guiet and passive. In
actality, the case
cun be nEnde that he
was one of this
COUTINY s greatest
presidents — espe-
clally sifce he cut
tixes four imees in
six years and pro-
duced 1 budgie
surplus each year
of his presidency

Al this time of
high uncmploy-
el el k-
rocketing dobi, mayhe we
could all leam a thing of twao from
Coolidge = (he only président o
be bom on Independence Day,

Amily Shines certainly makes an
excellem case for jost that, In ber
new biography of the 30th presi-
dent titled, appropriately cnough,
“oolidge,” Shipes — who g
symlicated columnist for
Bloomberg and director of the
Lreorge W Bush Institute’s 4%
Crrowth Project, as well a5 a trustee
of the Calvin Coolidge Memanal
Foundation — produces &
panstakingly mescarched work that
affers ample proof why Coolidge
serves as. 8 model of what o great
_l‘|'-"f|:1-"-1 il ficin] can js,:l.'n:u|1|'||i1|'|
e book wis released by Harper
Colling just four days ago, on
lucsday, Feb, 12 This vear marks
the 20ih anniversary of Coolidee
laking the presidential oath of
office, which was administered by
his notary father by the light of a
kerosene lamp ot 2:47 a.m. on
Aug. 3, 1923,

Coolidge, as Shlaes notes, pared
u 328 billion national debr, which
he inherited when Warren Handing
died, down ty 51 765 billion by the
timme lve left office, In July 1921,
there had been 5.7 miallion
Americans out of work; when he
left affice, that figure wae | 8 mil-
lon Unader Coalidge, the top
ERCOme $hy re came down by
half, to 25 percent, Under
Coolidge, the rich came fo pay a
greater share of the income 1ax.,

As evidence of this las poind,
Amsterdam, N.Y ., higlorian David
Pietrusza, who in Juse 2002 co-
authored with Shlaes a column on
Coolidge for Bloomberg, reports
that in 19240, the last year of
Woodrow Wilson's administration,
134 percent of all income taxes
were paid by those caming 55,000
a vear or less. When Coalidee leil
. ofTiee, continued Pietrusza, thal
figure had shrunk to 0.4 percent.
Those eaming % 1 (0,000 o1 more,
he added, had paid 29.9 percent of
all imcome faxes in 1920; by
1929, the figure had climbed o
65,2 percent.

S0 why isn't Coolidge twupht
of a5 one of e most imporian and
infloential presidems? OF the 43
men who have been president of
the United Staes, there ane somme
clear chokces; like Lincaln,
Washington and Theodore il
Franklin Delano Boosevelr,

But Coolidge™ On most lists, he
typically ranks between Mo, 25 amd
Mo, 31, though he once was ranked
as hagh as Moo 23 by Anthur
Schiesinger Sr.in o Movensber

1945 poll conducted for Life mig-
arine,

Shilaes s ber own thoughts on
thse maimer.

“Coolidge i overloaked s a
greal president,” she told the
Enterprise (0 an exclusive inber-
view, “in pant becouse we
Americans like a visibly strong
president who uses the "bully pul-
pit,” in Thesdore Roosevell's
‘phrase, Coolidge’s strength lay in
his iraction, lng misimerprenesd as
lziness, Every president recalls a
sport, even if be lived before the

A PRESIDENTS DAY STORY

C OOlidge became an angler in the Adirondacks

aport was popriban Coolidge is like
a windsurfer — what be docs books
EALY, baut requires tremendions
strength,™

Windsurfing aside, if was the
president™s allempts 42 an angler
while vacationing in thiz xrea dur-
ing the sammer of 1936 tha
Adiondack residems still remem-
ber Iuim Tor &7 SEars lader.

“He waan't an outdoorsman,”™
siys Dick George, 8 oo-oWwner and
custodian of White Pine Camp,
where Coolidge and his wile,
Cirace, ht:l!.'L"d. froan J'u'lz,- 7 lju'qugh
Sepd. 18, 1926, “His Secret
Service man, Col, Edmund
Willkam Starling, was a fisherman,
and helped himdevelop hig inepesd
in it When he Anadly caught some-
thing, prebably o bass, in Osgond
Lake, be supposedly ran back 1o
hiks wale, the Frst Lady, screaming,
*Mamn, Mami, look wial 1
carghy!™

In **The Games Fresidents Play:
Sparts and the ["'r'l."'ildl:illt:. " {John

Hapkins

Unewersity Press,

2006, sathar Jehn

Siyvle Walterson

notes that the fish

Coolidge caught
that day alongside
Starling wasn't a
bass but rather “a
handsome nomhern
pike, weighing abowl
X poainds,”
According fo
Gieorge, o phaolo wits
taken of Coolidge's
citch which subse.

Mew York Tunes.
Because of its minks-
cule sige, George contbmusi,
“White Pine f'ill:ltj:- wiks later diel-
uped with mail. People from all

neross the COumy weng mnl!lli}[ the

president pictures of higger fish

that they themselves had cought,
Apparently, they wanied to show
him up.”

Watterson adds that Coolidee
wis &0 enthusiastic about his s
codch thot, when then-MNew York
Crov. Al Smith and his wife later
decidad 1o visit “he took him on a
bowt ride around the Iake. Proudly,
he potnbed out the spot where fwe
hod caught his it fsh — be had
only been fshing for o week, He
e i viled Somith to try his owm
land al trolling, but the Mew York
Cily native declined,”

Howard Kimschenbaum, who wis

one af the founders of White Pine
Camp Assocantes LLC, elams tha
Coalidge was resentful of Smith,
“it finchrand Demoeerat”™ who knicw
haw to hog the medin spotlight.

“Bant o of courtesy For Smith
being the govemor of Mew York,
be and the First Lady invited the
couple 1o pan them for hunch,”
cuplains Kirschembaum, “Amnd
Coolidge alleged]y caught o pike
while they were oul on the loke ad
diecbed that™s whinl would be
served, There®s this phate showing
Smith hobding wp the pike, but it
wis never codked, | henr Smith
donated it 1o the State Museum and
it's on exhibat belind some book-
case somewhere.”

What Coolidge caught was, in
.u.'[l.l:'llh:.', & Erowal, ilq.'l.,'ljrdﬂh_q I The
Associited Press Ina July 17,
1926, AP story chronicling ow
the president znd Mrs, Coolidge
eaterained Smith and his wife o
White Fine, e aniche details how
the Toarrseame ale trout that
Coalidge hid hooked,

“The principal cowrse {2 the
luncheon) was brook trout caught
yesterday by Mr, Coolidge him:
self,” the article naotes.

The AP stery then helps improve
on the boma fdes of the First
Fashermuin by, painting oul that, jist
a5 he was showing Smath all the
spots where he hadld been sucoessiul
al'valching fish, “one aped ligh
il o the water right into the boat.™

Watterson's own reponting adds
some credence o Kirschenbawm's
fish tule,

“As smalh was leaving,”™ he wrole,
“the president gave B i six-puotmd
rtheem pike, very possably e ame
fish he had caught with Starfing. In
the afterglow of their meeting, Smith
reportedly hod itsuffed amd moum-
el s o souvenin, more likely, he ale
it for dinner,”

Howeser, a communleations
wssiland for the MNew York State
Museum, Alben Gnidica, told e
Emlerprse that no such memente is
eahibited af the mnsEwm.

Then there's the 46-pound cher-
v pae that TIME reponied was
brought B63 miles 1o be given to
the Coodidges. Thiny inches in
diamcter, 1he pie. contadning 5,000
cherries, wis senl vin crabe by the
Cirand Traverse Chemy Growers of
Michigan and carried o the White
Piibe Camgp by a former classmate

quenily appeared in the
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President Calvin Coolidge, left, and P

aul Smith's Hotel owner Phelps Smith stand in front

of the hotel's Glover Cottage, where the president set up his Executive Summer White
House for 10 weeks while vacationing in the Adirondacks in 1926,

(PRt cosntesy of the Adirosadock Conllieethon, Sovanar Labe Free L)
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The Osgood Lake boathouse is where the presidential party

summer of 1926,

of Coolidge's af Amherst. Wallace
H. Keep.

“The smell of the shellac perme-
ated the crate that e pie came in,
and they never ate iL" said George,

Al the time, While Pine Camp
wis owned by Irwin Kirkwood, the
publisher of the Kamas City Star
pewspaper. Ruth Butler manages
the property today,

A leading preservationist who
received an award from the
Preservation League of New York
State in May 201 1, Kirschenbaum
cnvastongid the camp as a unigue
historic site when he purchased it
i 50,

"I originally put together a part-
nership to operate the camp as a
museum, " he says However,
Kirschenbaum scknowledges that

left from to do fishing in the

[P cosr ey aif e Verssnf fvisim for flisterdc Preservatiog

the carmp didn’t moke much money
as a museum. MNow billed as a
vacalon and wedding vense, he
says visitors always gel a chuckle
upon learming thit the Coolidges
slepl thene,

“Mind you, vou're nd actually
SLEEPING ON THE 5AME BED
ithe Coohdges wsed,” he said
"We've changed the furniture some
snce then.”

Stories like George's and
Kirschenbaam's belie the (et that
Coolidge actually did some imgor-
il wik whale in the
Adrroiwdacks

*Well, White Pine was his resi-
dence fior those 10 weeks, and
that's whene the more colorful -
ries were,” explained George

White Pie Camp may have been

where the president and first Lady
stayed, bl e Summer Executive
Munsion was operated oul of
Cilover Codtage st what was then
the Faul Smith's Hotel, Acoording
to local historian Mary Hotaking.,
“during his 10 weeks there, the
|:|r|.':1d|.-:||: Iiawd many wisibors,
ingludhing Amerncin Ambassador o
Mexico James R. Sheffield. As o
result of discussions o Glover
Cottage, Chicago was established
as the palon's easl-wesl nipord
hub, paviag the way for O'Hare
Adrport eventually to become the
mation s baglest alrpog, amd o
siries of |'||c-'_'ri|||_:h o Lann
Amencan policy led e the ifevision
0 semd the Marines milo Mamgon,
which resulted in patling Anasiasio
SOMENEL IO power



